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| SERMON, 


OR; 


The abſolute neceſlity, Goſpel Daty and 4 
Chriſtian Practice of-Repenrance , Opened. 
and Applied, by a godly, able, and faith. 
ful Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, 


Wherein is diſcovered what Repentance is, and; 
aiſ» the great neceſſicy thereot to Sa'vari=' 
on: with the great folly and deſperate 
madneſs of al: choſe thar delay and 
pur off -Repentance uato a 
Sick Bzd, or Old Age. 


Together with the greac Benefit, Joy, and Conil : 
fort thar ſhall be to the Souls of all thoſe -_} 
that timely and truly Repent... | 


"The ſixteenth Edition, with h many additions, 
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Mate, 4 7s | 
Form that time Jeſus beg an is preach a to [a fag xi 
Repent fr the Kingdom of Heaven is at han 24] 
Luke 13-3. 
Except ye Repent , ye ſhall all likewiſe prin 
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3 Pet, Is 24,25. All fleſh i is as graſs,and all the g 
ry of man, i as the flower of graſs : the graſs ui 
thererh.and the flower thereof falleth - was oe 
"word of the Lord enunr*th for ever, And this it 

word which by the G foe z preached #nt0-)08. 
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| Chirſe g Fic Sermon 
| | 


a. 


OR, 


; The abſolute Neceflity , Duty, and. Chili 
ro of Repentofgh 


Aas Y, 20 32, The times of his: ipnomntel 
God wink=d at, but now commandeth 'all men 
every 'whete ro repeme : Becauſ® he hath ap- © 
pointed a Day, in which he lf jadge the | 
_ world? in righteouſneſs, _ LY 7 1 | 


pe Bleſſed apoltle Saine” Pal in 
rheſe wozds, Belobed, endeavours cg | 
-- take off- Foe ſuperftitidus'Athenjang 


- * fromtheir-Jds atry and” wokſhipping 
of falfe Gods, Gods of Silver and'Gold which 
inded are nv Gods , bir! tbe wozks-of- mens 
bands : Arid this he doth , feſt 1; [bps endeas 
vouring 'to convince'"rbem of” tb&!folty”: f 
tþsir Jolarry ; 'and' then ſecondly 3'in lo 
"Y 750 them thepower and: gednols. of q pf 
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3 | __ Chriſt's Firſt Sermon, LE 

| in making and preſerving tbe wo 2d, and all 
things therein. God ( fatthhe inthe fo2eqo- 
my Uerſes made the worid:and all things there- 
E in; and is Lord over ail, andigives to all life and 
breath, and all things; and in bim we all live, ard | 
F move, and have our being ; and it is he that hath | 
| fer the bownds of our hibitations. - Theretfoze 
| (ſaith be /young@Þ not to think that rþe God- 
| Head is like unto god, 22 <lver.o2 ſiones, gra- | 
Hen. wp, rt,o2 maus device, fo2 God is Lo2d 
| both of Heaven and earth! I, but ſay theſe Jdo« 
> laters, like fomer'0wW-advpts, ) we did as our 
| foe: fathers did, thep wozfhipped ſuch gods as | 
& theſe and wear? ofthe ſamexeligionas gurfgar; | 
F fatbers were, But ſaith tþe Apoſtle,this ws | 
+ done in ignozance, any, the time. of, this Igfs- 

| rance Gpd kwinkedar!,, peur fozetath a had | 
= not the light of the Goſpel; they .NEHE Pegrd j 
i of Jeſus Chzift: But now (faith he} ke 
pzeached;andheli gþt of the Goſpelſhings: TE 


| in the wozld,therefoze:now pe muſt repenfand 
turn from thee: 3dols andſervs be living 
Now God commands; al} men eberp where to 
repent;nichough God 4#n4{j vies paſt ſuſfared;all 
Nations 2f0 walk;inrþeir own wayes..: 
jath þeſent 4#:t9 p2egch, Thaift unto pou har 
pou-fhould eurnfromwbeſs, vayities, and ſerve 
je living Wod136; vourcfs; efatberg ſiredab 
fg tþadugh: thejr wh want: wp (ye : 
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Goſpe! ts a Dotrene of 'Repentance : It-wag 


| beardiof the Gofpel; Theſe four: obſervarig 


. rhe Text, Jhhall orly therefoze give Þ} ol 


Chrifi's Firſt Setmoen- "hy 


knowledge gr Jeſus Ch214 ; bit if part fi al d/ 
go on in pour Jdolatry,it istþh:ougb wilfulneſs, | 
and Gsd will-be revenged on pou. J: The wop2bs: 
pou may obſerve :þcſe four things : firlt Fil uy. 
commanded, and that is repentance ; ſeconvlp,! 
the commander and that is God,God comm-nd-} 
eh; thirdlp the pertor's to whom {Þ1S command. 
is enjopyed. and that is all wen, everp where ,'? 
high and low,rich ard pwz, all the wozld over ;} 
fourthiy and laſtly, rhe time when, and that .is 
now ; now God commandeth all men everp: 
where to repent, now in theſe times of the Go#! 
ſpel : To day if you will hear my voice, ſaith God 
in Pſ3.95.7. From the wozÞs thus opened, J all | 
gtve por theſe four pzaCical obſervations: Thel 
tirft is this, thac Kepentance is, a nadful a al 
neceſſary Dutp commantebv bp God, Secondip, 
that every man and woman in the.wszld igl 
bound to repent, Thirdly, thatthe.dogtrine of1bel 


Chzetſts firſt Sermon,as pou map i, Mat, 4-16Y 
Jcſus beg1n to preach,and to ſay regeat,: Fourthlg 
and laftls, obſerve:from theſe wozds , that GolF 
expects: moe, and loks fo2 moze wh. ref 
under the Goſpeb;; than from thoſe who-n1 


are 711 of them verp clear fcom, they Pg. 


few further pacofs of them from Seripl8 
| S 4 :-: "; 


ÞB Chriſt's Firſt Sermon: 
- fo p2oced rft the opening ard handling of the 
twso firff obſerbattons, and from thence F ſhall 
' dzawſund2y pzatctical uſes which I fhall endea- 
- Your, by Gods affiſtance, to apply þome unto j b 
- pour ſouls. I fall cherefoze jopn the two firſt | t 
' obſervations, im one intire p2opoſition, thus, j t 
Tþat repentance is a nedful and neceſſary du- | o 
tp commanded by God and that everp man and 7 t 
'- woman in the wozld is bound co repent. Excepc || n 
"ye repent (ſaith Chziſf, Luke 13.3.) ye ſhall allpe- | p 
- riſh. And 2 Per. 3.9, God is nor willing that any || n 
- ſhould periſh, bur char all ſhould come to repen- | r 
" eance.AsT live ſaith the Lo2d,Ezek. 33.11. have it 
& 10 pleaſure in the death of the wicked, bu: that the 1 v 
| wicked torn from his way and live Turn ye, turn le 
> ve from your evil wayes; for why will ye dye, O , a 
F houſe of Iſrael. And 11 Mat. 3. 2, Repenc forthe | f 
F Kingdom of heaven is ac hand, Andſolikewiſe in + t 
F At»2:38. Repentand be baptized every one of you | 
EF inthe riame of Jeſus Chriſt,for the remiffion of fins. 4 
' Kepentance is nedful fo2 all, there a'e none ſo 
| wile, nore ſo learned, none ſs poly, bur ftand 
--tn need of: repentance. + lo-maoy chings ( ſaith 
- St. James) we lin all, Jam. 4.2. AndinRom. 23 
gl derobe hnned. Porng ones have finned. and 
Yor bave ned to-repent,and thatbetimes, 
ag Sr. Paul ſaith Heb. 3. 13. T1brovph che de- 
lne(s of ſin their hearrs be barde <d, Jt $ gd 
Hung ones,vea,it s the beff courſe chey can 
take, 
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Chriſt's Firft Sermon, | y 
take,as Solomon ſaith,Eccleſ,12.'1, To remember 
ebeir Creator in the days of th-ir 1outh ; and not 
- | to put off repentance unto old age.oz the death» 
o j bed, fo2 then ir map be tw late : Foz although 
ſt 1] true reperitance is never tw late,per late repen- 
, | tance is ſeidome true. Jtis a god obſervation | 
[= 
d 


| of a holp man - ſaith be, ſpeaking of the repen- | 

| rant Thief, God ſaved one ac the laſt hour, chae 
& | none mighr deſpair, and but one, that none mighe t 
-- | preſume. Thou that wilt not repent when thou 
y { maiſf, it map be God will not give the rime to 
- | repent bereafrer when thou wouldeft : Doeſt 
2 | thou think to do that in thy old age, which thou Þ 

2 ! wilt not do in thp pouth 2 Canft thou do rhatimn $ 


7 
k xr 


n n| one hour on thp death:bed. which thou art not þ 


J \ able ro do ſufficiently all thy life rime? And ' 
« 1 then likewiſe old men have ned of repentance, } 

+ thep have lived a long time in fin, and have } 
ow ; long enough, pea, tw tw long neglected repen- .J 
. | tance : Poung men may die ſon , butold men -\F 


better underſtanding of this great and necefſa- 3 
ry duty of repentance, I ſhall a li: ttle ew pot © 7 
, | what 1t is, and thar baietip, Kepentance 1s of & 
- | {wo ſ62ts,either real o2\unfeigned, o2 elſe (ﬆ 

d | ing and dppocritical: ſemirg repentance th 
n | comn:on ts wicked men, {nv is altogeryeſ 

? WE. 


o 
d 
þ | remiſſion of their fins, Mars. 1, 4, And foz pour F 
; 
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cannot [tve long ; therefo2e both young andold 1 
have need to repent, thar thep may ieceive the Þ 


KC © Chrift's Firſt Sermon. 
gal, arifing fron the accuſations of ibeir gw 


C or ſciences, {ſuch a repentance as this, was 4 
that sf Judas, aid then there 1s a real and vn: 
fe:gqned repentance , which doih paoperip be m 
iong to the god7p, ard this is likewiſe of tw 
ſo2ts, Legal and Cvargeirral - Uregal repeny 
tance that comes from che Law. giving 1s the 
fight cfour fins,and our miſery by fin. the Lavy ; 
15 our Schwl-wafier to b:ing us to Ch2iff, Gali f 
-2 24, But Cvangelical Kepertance, that ſpaings f 
from faith in Chzifi, aad carries out the ſouſ, 
"1inte Chaifl in oppoſiſton to every fin, and to a 7 
 forfakirg of rcbery evil wap : repentance then | 
"I'll thus delcribe : Aſap repentance isagifh p* 
' of Q©0Dd by which a believing finner beirg cafi 
- cown in ihe \ght ard ſenfe of his own fr's |: 
"doth utterly foziake and abhoz all his fone 
© Evil wape?, and turns fo the Lo2d with a per 
__ Ifapitisagiftofr @od . that whicy comes 
from Coed ard nor from nature it's a fivewer ne 
ver grew in natures garden, neither birth no? 
bzedirg, neither art rio2 ſcarniig no2 anp other 
ſublurary Lower e2 qualification , 1s able 'te 
beget repentance. true repentance comes from 
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; Love. Fiery good and perfect gifc ( iatth Sr 
F-mes) comes from above, Jim 1, 17, Gzact 
Bib rof grow here below, but comes dow 

tom the Father of lights, The vpoſtics, A& 
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Chriſt's Firft Sermon. Y 


16, glorified God, that to the Gentles he had 
nd repent ance ono life, Repenrance 1s the 
 (uickening of a Dead ſoul, and therefo2e mu 
, ye the act of him who-ts the gi — of all life. 
Ve are all ofus by nature dead in fins and trreſp: (Ts 
-pheſ, the 2, and the 1, A man bp narure is no 
no2e able to perfozm an a& of rruegrace,than 
1 dead perſon in the grave is able to doan aC 
\f2ead per They tharlive in fin (as St. P-ui [a.th 
We the widdow that {1ves in pleaſure, x iim,s, 
,Jare dead while they live. Repentarce then is the 
gifrof God; Aﬀts Ir, 18, God pranred rep.nrtince 
[into/life. S011 x Tir, 2,25, the Miniffers of 
God are required to infiruc& thofe that oppaie 
Ithemſelves, with wekneſs, if God peradven- 
1rars will give-them repentance ro the acknaw- 
| {eDging of the truth , that thep map recover Þ 
themſelves out of the ſnares of the devil. Jt is HF 
ſaid of Cheiſt, acts 5.3.1, He is exiled ro bea F 
Prince and a Saviour, to Ppive repentance unto If. | 
rae}. Faith and Kepentance are —_ I 
wozks . and we may as well cicate new hea- 4 
bens and a new ear th. as do theſe acts of our © 
ſeives it is Gadalone that wozks them in gur / ] 
hqarts by the-efficaciotis operations cf bis 2 
Spirit, 2 Cor..z.'5., We are not \uficient of,01 E: 
{lves co think any bing 75 of opr ſelves, I ul 
God:;that worgerh-in 1s both ro will and co 
hiegood Mende, Phi, 2.13: ; 
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6 Chrift's Firſt Sermon, e 
Seconblp, repentance isa change, firſt of the ” 
beart. then of the whole man : there muſt be : 
rew heart, and a new hand, anew l:fe, and a be 
new bead - all things muſt be new where Ke: 
penta”ce is. lf any man bein C hritt ( ſaith thef® 
Apoltle, he 1s a new Creature, 1 Cor 5, 17. UrE 
pertance makes a wan a new man, and it is|*? 
onlp in tbe power of God to renew our hearts Þ* 
reither Angels noz Men are able to do if, el 
F1 j-r. 31. 18, 19. faith Ephraim, Turn thoa me? 
and 1 ſh1ll be ned for thou art the Lord my God; 
Surely fter that | was turned | repented , and after 
har 1 was inſiructed , 1 ſmote upon my thigh; I} 
# - was aſhimed, yea, even confounded, becauſe I did 
* 'bear the reproach of my youth, Pere is the cha-f® 
rater of a true Kepentanf, if is the Lo2d that! 
muſt change our hearts, it is he onlp that muft 
| gibe us new hearts, and take from us theſe 
& bearts of ſfone : if is the Lo2d that muſt pinck 
- u1S out of the ſnares of the Devil,and caſt down 
* - the firong holds of fin in us jifGod do not turn þ, 
# us we ſjail never be turned. Afcer chat I was 
& | rurced, I repented, ſaith Ephraim. But J pzor [ 
I c&d to the deſcription of Repentance. 
Fd s a gif of God, { ſap, wherebp a believing 
wer turns from al” his fins unto God: J ſay, 
glieving finner, becauſe fatth muſt firſt p20: 
fand go befoze repentance, fo2 none can try 
repenc, but be muft firſt believe : there wr 


* þ 


Driſt's Firſt Sermon: 


be in a finner that which we ca'l Legal repos 
hepance which map cauſe a finner to fall out with 
 aÞis fins, and it map be to loaththem with a kind 
3 af deteſtation : it's poſſible a wicked man map 
e.þ epentthatever he knew what fin meant, oz that 
heEver be had to do with fin , all this map be,and 
I 


e.Þet no true repentance, becauſe no true faith ; 
- 802 Irue repentance cauſes a hatred of fin, as ft 
s bs diſpleaſing to God, as well as hurtful fo our 
it elves,pea, he bates fin as hell, pea, wozfe then 
aeGell it ſelf, which carnot be in an unbelieving 
4.Fou'. Jt cannot be denyed but that repentance 
Ss a {aving grace, and ifſo, then none can par- 
ake of ihts ſaving grace, till he firſt be united 
- z[tinto Ch2zift the fountain of all grace : ſo then 
faith muſt reds be befoze reperitance. 
Secondly, where true repentance is, there is 
1 change w2ought in the whole man, and a tur- 
ſe ing, firſt, to our ſeives : ſecondlp, tro God: ard 
birblp to man. An unrepentant finner 1s out 
df himſelf, and he ts not only out of bis wap , 
uf our of his wits. Ji Luke 5. 17, when the 


0 J92 odigal came to himſelf, he ſaid, Fa her | have 
inned this1s tþe firft ſtep to repentance, ſelf- 


eturning, Secondlp,repentarice is a returning |} 
o God, If thou wilt return, O Hrael, \ ich chgyg 1 
ord ; return uato me, Jer, 4, 1. The grace wy re: 


Urning to God, and thep whoDdid not cepeills 


| þ Chriſt's Firſt Sermon! 
& are ſaid not tb return to God, In Amos 4 TI; 
Edd faith, Notwithſtanding 1 have given yo G 
cleanneſs of reeth and want oi bread, yet have yoth 
not returned , notwithſtanding I have with-holdeth, 
rhe rain fron you, and ſmicten you with blaſtingg, 
and mildew, and ſent amovg you the peſtilence 
Notwichitanding I baveſl:in your young men by: 
the ſ= ord, and overthrown ſome of you as I over 1 
threw Sedom and Gomorrah by tire; yet have you noſy, 
returned unco me ſaith rhe Lord, Repentance if, 
aturning from fin to God? Sin turns men fron 
God, and draws, the ſoul into the ways of death A. 
James 7.14, A man is d2awn awap of his own, 
inffs and enticcd ; dzawn away from God ant; 
from the truth of God ; bur when once Kepen},; 
farce comes, heturns back again, he changes, ; 
his mind then, and abhozs himſelf foz what. hq, 
= hath done, Job 42, 6, I »sbhor my ſelf and Lion!" 
-  CſaithJobin duſt and aſhes. The P2odigal way- 
 dzawa awap from his fachers houſe th2ough 
Sis owftiufis, and pet at laſt he returned, firſſ}, 
>. tohimſrlf, ſccondlp to bis father. Luke 15; x7] « 
| When be came 0 himſelf he faid , - I will-arife and: 
go tomy father, and ſay unto him . Fatiier I havy, | 
linned aguinlt heaven and before thee , and ang, 
more worthy to be called thy Son, 3.9 THe 
ESinzers are ſaid tobe mad. but repentancl L; 
dings men tg their right wits again : ever( hi 
wejiitent ſinner is a mad min, a mer me 1 
| an 


al 


Chriſt's Firſt Sermon; - 
T4:#4; who but a mad-man wilf rn hir.ſelf N 
Ol ilfullp into the fire, as every wicked man } 
 00Dorh, be runs headlo:g to defirucion , but re: 
eJoentance turns men from this madneſs, Fn 
OfyARs 16. 18, tt 15 called. A rturnics of men friim 
© {darkneſsto light, ani from the power of Satanun- 
Jto God. Sin 18s a darkneſs, and when wen fir / 
rithep know not what rhep do , but Kepentance 
PNentightens men, and ſets them at 1ibertp, Jn 
Macs 20.20, Kepentance and turning to God arr | 
Omyur together, the» are aneand the ſane, the one. 
tm cannot be withour the other ; but it is notanp 
Wrurning that doth this, but it is a twrningof 1} 
ntye judgment, and a turn:;ng of the will and I} 
enmaffections : ſo that men that a:e turxed are car- I} 
Sf9ried wholly from fin and wickedneſs, unto God, * * 
- VAJocl 3.12, Turn unto me ( ſaith God ) with alf 
*EMour heart: Ff it be with a piece, it is rothing 
vaſ-yoztrh, it fs altogether deceitful, ” 
1m Thirdly, Bepentarce (Sa returning tio men ; 
ive muſt not be aHamed to aciigwlene our JJ} 
E7kaults one to another; Jumes 5.15. Confels your. þ | 
10E:ulrs one to another, and pray one for anocher, Zf {'Þ 
aVV.oe have dore anp man w2ong. we ought toac: 15 
YMI:;nowledge it, Jt is ſo then chat Beventance, 11 
4/ows from Faith in Jeſs Ch2iff, and. turns; 1 þ 
Jen fcom fin unto Golly then Jobſerv? , that} þ 
| 'yere are manp in th? woz2ld, yy as pet never; A. 
knew what true reventance meanefh, becauſe” 4 | 
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Chriſt s Firſt Sermon. 
they are pet in unbeliefand without faith, wi th- 
out which tbere can be noliepentance-: Pen 
map crp bitterly and humble themſelves in 
Sack-cloth and Aſſes, as Ahab did : men map 
have the hozrours of Þell in their conſciences 
as Judas had : men may refozm many things 
thatare a miſs, as Herod did, and pet being un: 
believers they are fill in the tate of impenis 
cencp: It 1s an infallible demonſtration, that 
thep never pet truly taſted of the love of God 
in the pardon of (heir fins, who dare pzeſume to 
take liberty to ſin,o2 delight themſelves in anp 
fin whatſoever ; they that trulp believe cannof, 
dare not allow themſelves in any fin:foz asfaith 
purifies the heart, ſo faith and repentance keeps 


the beart pure,and makes the conſcience iender: 


ard rhe mo2e pure the beart is, the nioze will 
it abſijain f om all things tþat are evil, 

Then ſecondly, 1s repentance the gift and 
grace of God, whereby a believing finner being 
bþun:bled under the ſight and ſenſe of his fins 
doth truly turn to God? Then we may obſerve 
that where true repentance is,there is alſo hu 
miliation foz fin. Jt is not poſſible that ever a- 
nip ſoul ouid truly repent, that is not truly 


'bumbled and caſt down in the Fgbt and ienſe of 


b;s fins. lun Uno,nMc ( ſaith the Loz2d} with al 
your hearc with tatting , wich weeping , and wit 
mourning, Joel 2, 12. The Ninivices when they 


nd 


repentebſcy 


| Chriſt's Firſt Sermon, 3 I 
repented, thep humbled cþemſelves from the : 
bigbeſt ro-the loweſt; and this alſo. ſpews us, WM 
pj that the greateft part of men and women in the iſ 
-s| wozld-never per truly repented , becauſe rþey IM 
's| were never pet truly humbled : It 1s nor evetp ' 
n:| kind of ſozrow that wozks repenrance, but as i 
t:| tt iS in 2 Cor 7.10, only godly ſorrow worketh 8 
it | repencence, ney r to be repented of. And as there 
3d] map be a counterfeit repentance, ſo there map } 
to] be a-coimterfeit htimiliation : The ſigns and } 
1p] marks of true humiliation are theſe. Firff, } 
f,| the ſoul that is:trulp 'þumbled foz fin, is verp ? 
th] fre in confeſſion of fin, and the Scriptures {} 
ps| tell us, that thoſe that have ben nioſt bun.bled ! 
er {| foz ſin;bave been the freft in confeffion'of rheir |} 
11] fins :/David, Nebemisb, Job, and others, Pfal, | 
5 1. 3.ſaith David, Lacknowledge my tranſgreſtion; 2 
nd] and'my lins are everbefore me. Andthis confeſſion 4 
vi of fin will be in ſome meafure ſuirable to our } 
S | bumiliation ; ifour foztows foz fin be fincere, } 
've] otcr confeffion will be ſo to 7 therefoze afl thoſe 1 
2UJ who are {?ſs afraid to cointmit fin than tþep are 7 
' UJ aſhawed th confeſs fin were. never per rrulp {7 
ui humbled fo2 fin, neither ſhall their ſouls reap # 
: 09 anp benefit by it; Prov. 28 13; He that coverech 7 
all his (ins ſhall nor profper, but whoſo tonfeſſech ard .. } 
ith forſaketh them fl! find mercy, Thep rhat wilt # 
beq not find out their fins to confeſs them, to be | 
eviſure; one diy v2 other : ape: Hall rd chem if 

Chao out | 


- fins will findus out, Numb. 25, 33, Your fiqs 


| fin cauſeth the ſoul that is þumbled, utterly to 
-loath, and abhoz, andbate fin: Ezek. 20. 43. Ye 
I} -in you have been defiled, and ye ſhall loach your 


hae commurted, -_ is odious and hateful to 


' David)Rivers ol tearsrun down mine eyes, becauſe 


_ ſelves, 
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- out totozment them: Jf ſin find us not out in]. 
| if it find us|]. 


pouth, it will find us out im. age ; 
nof out in health, pet it will find us outtni ſick: 
neſs: if it fnd us not out in life, per jt will 
ſind rs out in death; if it findus not out in 
death, pet if will find us out after death in the 
dap of judgement : either one rime o2 other our 


( faity God ) ſhall nd you Out, 
Secondl!p, godlp ſozrow and humiliation foz 


ſhall remember your ways and your doings where- 


ſelves in your own bphr, for all your evil char you 


an humble ſ$ul, 1 abhor every talſe way ( (aith 
men keepinoc thylaw,Pſal x19. 136,164. Nature 
may teach a man to loathfin in others, but 'tis 
onlp grace that teacheth:us to abhoz fin in our 
@yen Judah Gen 34. 24. heard rhat 


bis daughter Thimar had plaped the-harlof, he 
p2efeiitip caſt ſentence of death rpon her ; Bring 
her torch i ſaith be ) that ſhe may be burned : But 


when he ſaw by the pledges that the fin was h1s 
own, Judih was then. ſilent, 


bur: Ng ber then. 
boſcm Þ 


no noe talk off 
@ ſoul.trulp humbled, will 
" hate fin a td i4/ts, eſpecially in.þis own 


11s 
D 


Toi | 
wn 


M ]. 


Chriſt*s Firſt Sermon, W2, | | 
boſom ; men will flp from venemous and hurt: 
ful creatures whereſoever they are, eſpecially 
if they be near them, becauſe they are rhenin 
moſt danger to be burt by them, all rhe ſins of 
the wo2ld cannot do a ſoul fo mucþ hurt as his 
own fins; then thep that do not bate fin in them- 1] 
felves, are not truly humbled foz fin. 
Tbirdly,be that 1s truly humbled, is willing 


to take ſhame to himſelf; the bumble ſinner 1s 


willing to be aſhamedof bis folly : Ezek. 16.63. 
Thar thou -mayelt remember and be aſhamed, and | 
never--open thy mouth more, when 1 am pacified 


| rowards thee for all that chou haſt done, ſaith the 


Loz2d, | 
Fourtblp,a true bumble ſoul will be willing | 

to receive the wozd of God with all readineſs : 
Whar' «zþe reaſon men are no moze humbled : 
foz fin ? Surelp this, becauſe they deſpiſe 62 | 


neglec the god wozd of Sod, which is the only A 


means.to-get humility : the bumble. penitent -* 
ſoul; is the moſt tractable and teachable ſoul in * 
the. wozld, and he above all others is willing 
to embzace the wozd of God, b 

Fifthly,a true humble ſul is ready and wil- . Þ 
ling to put in pzattice all thoſe duties which be Þ 
bath fozmerip learned out of the wozdof God: Þ 
When Paul was once trrulp hunibled, be confer: / 
red not anp longer with fleſh and blood, but Þ 
Taping afide.all carnal reaſonings,goes on thos | 


D 2 rowly # 
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rowlip in his wozk of pzcaching the Goſpel, 
Gal.&, 16. Thus pou may ſ& that where true re: 
perthance is, there is alfo @ true humiliation 
and ſv2row foz fin ; then every one learn to be 
bumbled, and that betimes : foz as Women, the 
longer thep are ere thep bairgfozth childzen, the 
Harder is rheirlaboz; even ſo thep that put of 
repentance to old age, muff expect the ſozer cra: 
'bel, Lamentablp are thep mifiaken, who pur 
'off their repentance to their o!d age: is tft like: 
ly that the pains and weakneſs of old age will 
ve any advantage oz eaſe. to thy repentance ? 
Rev. 16. 19. it's ſaid, that at the pouring forth of 
}F the fourth vol, when God ſmote the inhabitants 
| of the earth with a ſcorching heat, that they dlaſ. 
phemed the name of God, andrepented not. At is 
a woful thing to put effrepentarce to a pained 


| LUodp oz fo a fick bed : pain in its own nature 


{ fit rarþer to blaſpheme , and turn from God 
than fo return to God;andits very common that 
\fick perſons erther repent nor at All, -o2 if the} 
do at tþe beft their repentance is but a fickl; 
repentance:fickneſs dothonlp abate and refirain 
the power ofmens luſts, ir never defirops the 
life of fin, dearh it ſcif cannot kill fin, wicket 
n.ens fins live when rhep are dead, the grave 
cant of conſume chem, noz the fire of bell : the 
firs cf anbelievers remain not only in their 

"guilt, but in their power to all etervily. 2 
| H 
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Js it ſo then, that Kepentance isa turnirg. : 
1,| from finunto God, then IJ obſerve that there 
e:| can be no true repentance where fin 1s delight: BY 
onl ed in: he that lives in the love and practice of 
be] any fin, knoweth not what repentance meaneiy, 
bej foz repentance takes off the heart from the love 
hel of fin, and wozks it to ſich a diſitke of fin, that” 
dA it abho2s the verp occaſion of fin; if fin comes 
a:| and tells a gracious penitent ſoul ofthe poſits F 
ut] and pleaſures of fin, D ſaith a gracigus heart, Þ 
RE:| the (wetneſs will pzobe bitterneſs in the tar I 
"nl ter end. True repentance takes off the heart 
e? from all fin, as well ſmall as great, not from 
off ſome few fins, but from all fin, foz be that turns 
nes] not from all, turns from none in truth : and 1t 
al-] is not enough to turn from all fin, but wemuſt. 
19] turn from the cemmands of fin aud Satan unto 
ed] rhe commands of God, from wozidlineſs, ts 
req heavenly mindednecs ; from pzide, tabumilitp ; 
0d, from hatred and envp, to love: the Tre that 
jatl bears not ged fruit will be hewn down and 
ey| caſt into the fire,as well as the Tree that bears 
8p ill fruit. I beſech pe therefoze bjechzen in tþe 
inf bowels of mercp, foz the Lozds ſake Jentreat {| 
ye every one of pou that defire ro be ſaved, that | 
zen pou would curn awap from all pour iniquities, | 
wg and that ſpedilp, leſt ppur repentance be tw | 
thq late: And'to this end, be earneſt with God by | 
eiq p2aper,  foz the. aſſiſtance ofhis Spirit in the Þ 


i 


D 3  Cubduing } 


| 
"4 


. "i F 
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wit - | Tubduing of thp fins, and caſt thy ſelf wholly 


| upon the Lozd, 
+ ' Cvery true Penitent is wholly the Loads, 
the defire of his ſoul is ro God, and to the re: 
| memb:arce of his name : with bis ſoul be de: 
{ fires Godin the night, and with bis ſpirit with- 
in him, be ſeketh the Load in the moaning, 
| TAa.26 8. 9, Be ts nowa conſtant ſuitoz at the 
| -thaone of grace, and with full purpoſe of heart 
| Hhecleaves to God, and loves rhe place where 
bis honotr dwelts, Pſa]. 26. 8. All bis defire is 
ro know moze of God, and how be map love 
bim r02e andſerbe bim better ; the ſervice and 


{! fervants of God;bowjopful aretþep fs bis ſoul? 


Pe takes all oppoztunitiesof' doing god, he 
keps bis: þrart: with all diligence ,- and the 
door of bislips that he offend'nor with bis tonpue, 
j Pfal. 39.r. Dis heart is ſa enfiamed with rhe 
' love %f God, that he endeavours with all his 
. Might to ſhew fozth the pzaiſes of the Lozd,By | 


8 which it appears. that a tiirning to Dod.ts nof 


barely a turnivg from fin,' but « p2actifing of 
god,” and a walking vpzighti befoze the Loz2d 
in.all well-pleafing ali our dayes. 

'* © Fs irſo then that repentance 1s nadful and 
' abſolutely neceſſary foz all perſons, in what a 
Tad condition then are thegreateſt part of men 
und women in the wozld, who as pet are as far 


from true FEEIEnS as light-is from darkneſs, 
and 


are ſo much running after novelties and out: | 


ſelves have no ned of it, and the third ſozt are I 


_ even fo2 themſelves as well as others, but not 


+ Chriſt's Firſt Sermon. | «W/gV 
and pet peo2 ſonls, they ſmooth thernfelves up! 
with this conceit,thatGod is merciful, andthey_» 
hope to be ſaved as well as the beff.+ thep thank? 
God all is well with'them , and pet notwith- 
ſtanding thep never revenred of their fins : frue 
repentance, is a grace almoſt out of faſhion in 
theſe ſelf-conceired times, wherein mens minds | 
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ward fozmalities ; but the power of holineſs,..Þ 
and the dottrine of repentarice and ſelf-moztifi- Þ 
cation, theſe are not minded , nap by many are 
accounted Legal, and alrogether nedlefs. 
There are th2&ſa2ts of people that J ſhall Þ 
have occafion to ſpeatof in the uſe of this 
Point:and the firſt are ſuch as altogether abhoz Þ 
repentance ; the fecondare ſuch , as alrhough 
they acknowledge repentance ts needful , and Þ 
neceffarp foz others, pet think rhat they them- | 


fuch as do confeſs , that repentance is needful 


pef ,it's time enough hereafter, there's ng ſuch % 
bafte of it. And I hope in the handling of rhefe | 
thzre ſo2ts ofperſons, I ſhalt make it appear | 
that repenrance is nedful and neceffary at all } 
times fo2 all ſozts, Paving done this, I ſhall 4 
remove ſome lets that hinder men from repens } | 
tance, and ſo give pou ſ@me few Yotives to ſtir | 

pou up to repentance ; and then to wind up " ] 


B 4 
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WW! 171 2 few wozds of Application. = 
8! I begin with the firſt of theſe, thoſe that gb: 
: | ho2 repentance; and they are wilful ſinners , 
| ſuch as qo on jn fin, and make it even their 
trade.to fin : wilful. deſperate, anÞ difſolutp 
' weetches; that laugh at repentance,who declare 
| their ſinas Sodom ,”avd hide ic not, Ifajah 3.6. 
Who will not be baought to abandon their 
' wicked wayes, but go on ſtill in ſwearing and 
curſing , Iping and laſpheming, whozedome, 
dzunkenveſs , and all uncleanneſs, and that 
| with qgredineſs, as the Apofile ſaith , Who 
'{ mockart faith andrepentance, as thoſe ſcofiers did 
in.2 Per. 3. 4. Theſe are thep as Sf. Peter ſaith; 
2 Per, 2, Thar walk after the fleſhin the luſt; of un- 
| clernneſs, and count it pleaſure to riot inthe day 
time : whoſe eyes are full of adultery, that cannot 
| ceaſe from ſin :  O bat the latter end of theſe men 
i} is worſe thantheir beginning, Pow many wick: 
} ed w2erches are there, that live as if rbep þad 
1 made a covenant with death and hell,and were 
Fat an agreement with the grave, who had rather 
j; hazard their for:is than leave their fins, who as 
4; if rbere were neicher Peaven noz Pell, runon 
* from one fin to ansther. Come(ſap thep we will 
If Ferch wine, . and fill our ſe'ves with ſtrong drink , 
and ro morrow ſhall b2.aschisday, and much more 
by abundant. But 'f2. 56. r2., Wo un: :0 then (faith 
$1 £2 Be ophet) they have rewarded evil 10 them- 
i ſelves, 
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elbes. Poly little do theſe men think, that oY 
pill one dap wound the hairy ſcalp of ſuch as 
go en in fn: and chat. eribuJation and wrath, in- 


digration and anpuiſh ſhall be upon every fout i 


chat doth evil, Rom. 2, 9. Let mien ſlight repens 
tance never (o much, a time Will come when 
thep (hall repent, buf that loo late, even in helf 
fire foz ever. Fo2 ſin mult be repented of, if not on 
carth, pet in bell ; and if you will not loath your 
compantons in fin here, peu hall Loath them ie 
befl hereafter, pour pot companions, and pour: - 
barlot companicns ſhall loath one another im 
Hell : Tben theſe bloodv wounds Wall bleed 
which pou have given pour ſauls in the daxs of 


[pour follity and pzide, and in the times of pour 


deſpcrate impiettes , when nothing but 'w2ath 1 

and hozroz of Conſcience ſhall apear befozs i 
you ; then thoſeſwet mozſels of fin which have t 

en as[wet as bonep to pour laſkfal! appetites, 
ſhalt be vomited up as the bitteref and loathe 
ſomeſt things in the wo21d, Confider this i all 
ze that forget God, leſt he tear you in pieces,and 


muff part 62 £{ſe hell and the ſol ſhall meek” to« 
gether: The wicked ſhall de turned into hell,-and 
all che natione that fo:ger God , Pſu!, 9. 17. OD 
that peu would ſeriouſly lap theſe things to | 
bza:t, and now, cven now in this your taps i 

en” | 


there be noneto deltver you. Pla], GO, 22. Be wik- | 
ling to fs2iake pour ſins, fo2 fin and thefoul Þ 
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that ye woulddknowfbe things that beſong unto 
your everlaſting peace. © To day if you willl # 
hear my voice ( [aith God fn the 95 Pſalm ) hards| 
| en not your hearcs.: Slight not, (con not, ref tl 
| - natthe good Wogd of God, that invites pou to re- Ll 
peatance, but bzcak off your fing bp rep entance, l 
and turn to Gd'in righeouſneſs. v 

- Aad now fo2 the ſecond ſozr, and they are 
ſuch as think they necd. no repcutance : and" 
they are ſuch as ate cither mo2raliy civil. ant 
becneft befo2e men, 02 elſe fozmal and bypoe2itis 
cal p2ofeſfeurs, whoſeem to be,and are nof, who 
p2ofefs God With their lips, but deny him in l 
their lives: © thep bave no needof repentance, ? 
they arenotrunkards, nc2 (wearers, no2 cueh! ! 
1ike : God I thank thee ( (ſaid the p20ud Pharis 
- ſ#)I em-not-as other men are, extortioners, uns | 
Joſt, Luke 18, 11, Theſe are ſuch as pzofrfs God * 
and knew much of the mind of Ged, and there [ 
foze have no need of repentance, they are guilq" 

ty of no ſins to repent of * But of theſe it nay 1 
be ſatd £8 Pcter ſatd of Elimas the ſozcerer, AR f 

I 34.10, Thar th:y are full of ſubcilcy , and ene © 
miesto-sll righceouſneſs, who never yet knew 
whoe ſin meanc. Foz thep- that tbink ttep bavy ! 
ns fins left to repent of, 11's a clear argument } : 

Þ 
t 


' 


thep never yet truly repented themſelves of any 

{'j -en2finat ail, but-that they are fill in the galſ © 

I of b. rms, and ia the boad of iniquity: Fo! 
repen 
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tg] repentance is a continued ae, anda grace That - 
111 mult have its daily operation, as faith and love * 
-4,] mult continue, fo muff repentanees; when once. 
76 the :ocky heart of anner is ſmitten by God 4 
re) *9e water of repentance will abundantly flow ; 
ce| incere Repentants cannot content themſelbeg 
} with one ac 02 two of repentance, but they mufE 
\ro| Dailp renew their repentance; foz fin Will re- 
| | new, fomuſt repentance; renewed ſfns mult 
| have renewed repentance, fill we have bone 
| Erning (and that will not be till we have done 
1 living ) ws mutt not bave done repenting : it 
| there bealcak intheſhip , thewater muE be 
+| pumpt out, eiſe the ſhip is in danger of inking: 
ih we are [caking veſſels all of us, pra- the befft of 
71d 8s linteaks in daily, and is renewed daily, and 
and fiere muſt be the pump of repentance fo carry 
3 0) it out daply, elſe our ſonls will be' in danger of 
re) finking. And foz the other ſo2t who think they 
111] n&d repentance, they are pure mozall honef. 
ay] Men, who live ina courſe of civility, and taks _ 
44 tbeir penny to be as white as any others, theſs 
ne] areas god as the beſt , and thercfoze havens 
ex NED ta be any better ;: thep are nat deſperately 
avi wicked as many ace, they are no blaſphemers, 
;t j| no2 d2unkards, thep go to Church and give eve= 
up] ry man bis due, aid are loving to their neighs 
xalſ Yours, and what ned any mo22. It's true, theſs 
Fo! things are neceffary, and are acquired in «Chi 
tan 
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3 a vertues are but gilded fas and glittering 
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24 
ES Y but pet civility without activity, at the 
ſ is but gilded Atheiſme; mc2allity and ſem 


abominations : the Lozd ſeth many a rotten, 
baſe, ſtinking heart under 8 civil coat. If cibi- 
{ity and mo2allity would have ſerved the turn , 
then the Phariſes would have gone to Þcaven 
befoze any other ; thep were civilly honeF, thy 
were no Swearers, noz D2unkarts , thep paid 
tythes and gave Alms, and pzaped oftcor ; and 
carried themſelbes (ſo crac in the mozld, that it 


Wag thought that if but two perſons in the wozly 


Gould go to heaben,a Dcribe ſbonld be one, and 
a Phariſe tbeother. But what ſaith Chzift - 


b Matth 5 20. Except your righteouſneſs exceed the 
{| righteouſneſs of the Scribes 3nd Phariſees, ye ſhall 
{| notenter into the Kingdom of Heaven, 


And pct 
their righteouſneſs far erceeded our righteouſ- 
neſs of all our mozal boneft men, Let a.man be 
n8ver ſo honeſt in outward appearance, lct his 
carriage and behaviour be never ſo ſprcious and 
plaudble fn the fght ofthe wo;id, fethim be ne« 
ber ſo era and fjuff in bis dcalings with men, 
pct ifhe be not reneivcd in tbe ſpirit of the mind, 

be is never the better fo2 this. Ifhe be not a ſans 
@iffed ChziCian, the wozd of fruth never as pzt 
came home to his ſoul, in the pawer of it , he is 


[ q Pill in the late of nature, an? Faithout Gad . 


an as pct far from rep:ntancc andCſalra.ion. 
. _ Amd 


7 


ſuch men know, that it 1s a hard matter torc* 
pent, and fin is very pawwerfull ; and tf they do is 
not ſek to get it ſubdued inthe ffreagth of 
their daps, it will beto hard to2 them at the 4 
la: fo2 although men grow weaker and weak» 
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2nd then there 1s a third ſorc of impenifents; * 
and thep are ſuch as are convinced ot theneceſ- : 


ſity of repcatance; but thep do not think it. a 
time now to repent : thep believe thep muſk res 
p:nt, but all ingod time, thersg's' no half of if 
pet, if will be time enough bereafter ; at the 
heur of dratb, when age and ſickneſs 1s vpan 
them ; andthey think its a thingof nothing to 
repent, thep can do it when they liff, it's done 
with a wet finger, there needs na moze but to 
ſay Lord have mercy upon me, when thep ace gas 


(ng out of the wozld, this is the generall diſeaſe | 


with which moſt men are infected, - But bet 


er, pet ſin grows ſtronger and fronger ; any 
bring (as we ſap) bzed inthe bene, nurſed up 


by us in our pot:hful tays, it Will not eaſily {| 
be roted out ef the fiſh. Canthe Blackamore i 
change hisskin, or the Leopard his ſpots;, Jer. {i 
15. 23- No tbey cannot; no moze canthep that {i# 
are accuftemed tos «vil , leave it when they ij 


lift. 


wa n -- Haw ma ip are there that ave roarrd | 


ing i 
- i vi 
” z 
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J* repentance be a thing ſo eaſy, bow i is it 
that many bo ſcught sfter it could never gb» i 


'*# a 


| 
} 


-thecrys of maitp; Jc is not in the power 9 


*usipace torepent now, it map be he will not]** 


w—_ 26 Chriſt's Firſt Sermon; 
#nd crped-inthe bitterneſs of their ſoul, and inf 
the hozroz oftheir conſcience, tyat they coulaf? 
not repent. O that 1 could repent, O' that myſ? 
bard heart would break in picces] This bath becn - 


1 


man to repent when he pleaſes, doth Ged give 


Do ir to me2rew : a man by tature as he cannot| * 
'pfhimſelf, Co þe bath no inclinetin cf bimcelf}”! 
to Repentance, Repentanze 1s a bard wozk fi 
Atircumeiſton'of the brart, andcafting of fin cutÞ" 
'of the ſoul, whicy indeed will make the heart] 
'to bleey : which thing nz natursl man is cityirÞ(f 


"willing 02 able todo. Mortifiz- (ſaith the Apa-19? 
" *fle, Col. 3. 5./) your members which .eare upon{®* 
-earch; Which thing ſuits; not with a natural[?? 
"man. 'Eetna wan thctt--pyut-off Repentance|* 


upon fuch fol;h wicked thoughts as theſe, that|'* 


| - repentance is an caſp wozkz which.a man may|' 
opecfozm when-be plcales, ſuch ſinful thoughts 9c 
-as theſe” will dcecive pou :. Thou that wilt not|*% 
repent nowthou mayc#, when thou wouldeE,|f* 


*{ maybe, thou ſhait cot bepermittcd : pcu-that i 


* Will not 'repenc» when God gives ſyace, haw|'" 
-JuEly may hewbrn it on woulteft, denp it the - * 


becauſe when it was «fferrd to thie theu refu-|*! 


i} 2 feſt; Ezeki-24. 23. Fecauſe- 1 would bave pur-|"" 
4, © ged thee, and chou was not purged, tho-1 ſhalt nor] 
\} © be purged from/thy fiithine!s,,faich the Lord, The] * 


longer 


Chriſt's Firlt Sermon. DT 30 7 '3 
{nj 2nger men live in ſta,the ſfronger witl (ingrow 
alot 2 cucin ; he that w:ll not leave ſin when he 
my 13 poung , will hardly leave if when he is cld. 
ca(It 15 ſato of wicked men, in Job 20, xr. Their 
bones are full of the fans of ther youth, which lie 
J/owa with chem in che daft, Nat that mens fins 
Are buried with them in their graves, fo2 then 
"ep might be happy, but that they canfinue 


j vith them eu death, pra after death. Panya 4 


&; time and often hath the Lozd fwd at the Bo2 of 
ejjnens Canſciences, aad knocked to e-me in, 
re Rey. 3- 10 BenvidT ſtand at the door and knock, 
eh(Carth Tha'ſt. ) O d2 natlet God wait ſang, be 
"Iath waiteda long time alreadp tobe gracious 
onf#3t9 the, Iſa. 30. 18. Da nat give the. Dovilthe 
af[P;1012 any Arength of pour days, and thea 
2[{bik to ſcrvs. Gad in yeur old age ; Yau do not 
thi: abe ffn in this, but {t1lcaves.you : pon have 

L aot the Arengty aid pawer to fla ther! as. you # 
g[0abc had, but ffiil your hearts are 8s bad as i 
q ever they were ; th:a put not of pour .repens i 
I tance fill Ackneſs cames, HYappy,-yca thuice 


at(bappy is that man, and blelled tall he 6g, that 


w tn the tiarc of His pouth and health furn;ſhes-bis Bit 
, [beart and foul with comfozt againſt the, evil i 
11:1Pay ; bapppis that ſoul, who waen age ann ſek- 
-|-1e(s c:m-3, is {0 fitted fo death byrepeatance, 
Pr 3at when death comes he hath: nothing elſe. to 
zel "9 but to-dye, Be perlwadid then to repeat bes 
eel is - times 
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6 | time, we map With the f: 1:f< cnes hsve-the £o|w 


'we tifgled that tines it will not be 4rcovrreſae 


tires befoze you go hence andbe mo moze ſenlan 
there is no time ours but the pzcſent time, wile 


* do not know whether we hall itve another Tapſoli 


another night : many that are in bealth one dajhu 
are b2ought to their graves the next. Ourliſpe 


Fa, ((aith St. James) is bura vapour that appearetjþy 


for a litle time, Jam 4.14. we are nofſoner bogrth! 
but webegin todpe. Put nct pour ſelbes off theſch 
frem dap to day, be that's unfit ez untiiling & 
Tepent to dap, will beſo fo mo;fow, therefoy < 


| Jetk the Lord while he may be found , Ie, 55. & 


There's a time when God Wiil not be found |be 
Proy.1.24.to ber. 3c: ſaith Gd, Becauſe I call: PL 


and ye retuſed, and ſet ar naught all my counfel &w 


would nene of my reproof ; theftetore will I lausJa[ 
atyour cal2mity, and will mock when your fegſc: 
cometh ; when diſtreſs :nd anguiſh cometh: upoito: 
you: Thet ſhall ye call on me, but 1 willnot anſweiſpe 
they (h?11 ſeck me early, bur ſhall rot find me; fol he 
that they bated knowledpge, ard did not chuſe bh; 
{ear of the Lord, therefore ſhall they ear che fruilſy 
of chEir ways, ard be tilled with their own devicesth 
There is a time when mercy map be had, but i|kr 


again thevgh it br Cought fe wtth tears ; tyerler 
is a time, when with the wiſe Wirgins we wayth 
cefer into the wedding, butif wecake not tha[ry 


hut 2gaiaft u3, Mar, 25. Then map we k8*e b( 
| | Ul! 


Chris Firſt Sermon; | h#. © © 
?n]ayd call-zra,cry Lord, Lord, open fo ns, buf the _ 
wLo2d ſha!lſay unto us, 1 know you not. The * 
iplolv B4o21d bad a leng time of repentance, a * 
anhund:ed and twenty vears dio Nosh peach res ._ 
lifpentance ts them, and yet thep repented not : Y 
etſbut the Ninevices thep hadbut a ſhozt time given 


2mthem, but fozty taps , and yet thep repentfed: - 4 
beſchep made the Hay of Repentance While the I 


* (| Sun of Gods patience ſhined upou thenyx. 
fo) God is not bound to wait mens lcaſare , the 
. 4Scul is but a tenant at will, and may fuddenly 
d ]be turned out of dazs, and when pod lie upon 
1:\pour fick beds, the Lozd may fill pour bearts 
1 & with ſuch fears, as map. make your conſciences 
uoJaltogether deſpair ofmercy. God ſent por his 
fcſcrbants early and late,jn ſcaſon and out of ſeas 
poſton, to invite you to repent ; but pou will res 
'enpent pou lap hereafter, pol will if pou c8n,yel 
fo]bope God will work it inyou  UWhat gzound 
tbjHhave pou of this bopr, hath God made you anp 
rulſuch pzomiſe ? WMhou can{t not d2gWp out the 
eth2ead of thy life one minute, foz ought thou 
t 1 knoweſt this may be thy laſt day , the ten= 4 
rt{bers of werey, and the effersofgzaceare at am - 
er{cnd zen thy life ends, if not befo2e: you know 
28) that time and tide ſtays no mans [eaſure ; eves 
baſrp onets ſo wile as to take fime and tide foz 
0] wo2ldlp affairs. will aay man be ſoſoftiſh agto 
*e defer the time of his {owing till barveſfo men 
Til C with 


Chriſt's Firſt Sermon. 
wilt be carrying out of dung, 'when they 
fhoutld be fetchivig in of Tozn; no, they will iE 


-- patch thoſe. things firſf which are ofmoftneceſ- 


fifty. And ts there any thing of moge neceſſity 
than tyc ſalvation of pour ſculs-will pour ſouls 
be ſabed without repentance- 02 cat pol! repent 
when pou will-15ut you will ſay, pou are young. 
and :hrrcfoze map be bo2n with a while, which 


"ts the Devils divinitp ; foz young mcn Habe na 


n:62e liberty allowed them to ſin, 02 fo put of 
repentance ,than old men have, it's the Devils 
policy to infule this into thyb, atns, that he map 
enſtarethe. Jt was the commendation of Ti- 
mochy, that from a Child he had known the holy 
Scriptures, ITimw. 1.Young Saints,lay ſome,but 
rict the o2d of God, p2obe eld Devils: But J 
am lure it 1sA rare thing to ice an old ſinner 
breome & young Saint. When the Devil any tn 
hath L02ded tt in your fouls, yea, ty2anntized both 
ober ſoul any bodp,fo2 thirty e2 fozip pears toge- 
ther, do you think then that a little groaning o2 


crying, Lord baye mercy upon me, will be able fo 
dilpoiT*ſs him at thcelaff, He Having gotten to | 


frrong a foting in pour ſoul ts be beaten out of 
his guarters (ocafily , Be that will nof remem- 
ber God than he is young and l{bing,if's griate 
tyto be fearcd God will be unmindful ef Him 
when he is old and dying, Therefoze once m92e 
I beſecch you in the bowels of Thai , ſpvdily 


*, 
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| to ſet abeut the wok of repentance, left when: : 


Chriſt's Firſt Sermon, 35 | 
it is to late pou repent, weep, and mourn, that - 
pou repented not befo2ge. iDa not ſay of repens © 
tance as Felix (aid fo Paul, Thon wile repent 
When rhou art betrer at lealure, another-time ſhall 
ſerve the urn; it may be thew mayeft not live 
to another time, 021i thou Daft, thy beart may 
then be as b8r9, if nit harder than-now it 1s 
Would you not in the day of the Lozd bein a _j 
wozſle contition than Heathens:'o2 infliels are» | 
Then repent. . Would you not when you are | 
dcadbein a wozſe condition than toads 02 lers 
pents - then repent, 

It map belſaidof everp unpentent ſinner » 
2s Chi (aid of Judas in the 29 of Mathew, 
and the 24 verſe, It had been better for that man 
if he had never been bory, Yeathens inthe day 
ot judgment ſhall be ina befcter condition than 
impemtent Ch2iftians,foz they Chailhave a li fer 
co:\demnation, becauſe of their:tgno2ance ; wha 
tt may bs would hav? done better. if they bad 
knoxzn mozr,. It ſhall be more- golerable (ſaith 
our @aviur) for Sodom and Gomorrah, inthe. 
day of judgment , than for thee Capernaum g 
Thou England that art cralted up to heaven. 
in Golp:1-mercies , take heed and beware left 
thou be-not thzown down to hill in Goſpels 
bengaice., 

I Heutd tiol ſhzw you. the lets that. bind, 
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| | 4 MK. Chriſt's Firſt Sermon, 
{ der mcn from Repentance , and ſo-endea« 


| -vour to remove them ; but J ſhall only 
Fj name thei, and ſo to conclude with ſome few 
MWotrves to (fir pou up to repentance. Now 
thelets that keep men off from Repentance , 
areeither from Sin and Sathan, o2 clſe from 
- Our ſelb:'s and the UNo:ld ; the Devil per- 

twades men that repentance is a needleſs wozk, 
and men need not trouble themſclbes with it , 
foz thoſe that God hath o2>ained to live ſhall 
be ſaved, let tbem live never ſo loſelp ; and 
thoſe that he hath apointed fo2 w:ath thall be 
' damned ,[ct them Repent never (o much, 1Bnt 

' toremove this let out sf the way, know this ; 
| that ail thoſe, that God Hath ozdained fo ſaiva- 
+ £ton, ſhall firff oz laſf, moze o2 leſs, be bzought 
fo embzzce the means. Jn the 13. of the 
if Acts and the 43. As many as were ordained co 
 Ecernal life believed. OGedhath joyned the end 
and the means together, and curſed is he that 
- dares fo ſeperate them : Salvation without Re- 
ft  pentance is impoſſ:ble; wichour holineſs no man 
HI ſhall ſee God, Heb. 5.19. A ſecond way by which 
4! © zhe Devil keeps men of from Repentance, is 
7! . Godsmercy; God is mereiful, faith the Devil, 
1} Hiemerey is over all his wozks, and ie thatmade 
#7 | pau ill notdamnyou , pou need not fo fear tf, 
ff | WCrac it is , even fo wicked men God 1s meret- 
1} fn, but thcſeare but mercics on the left hand, 
,. EB20 COm#® 
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common mercies, it's a mercy to men | 
live, 1's a mercy that we were not bo2n w—_ | 
ſters, 6nd it's a mercy to habe oviward enJop- 


| | Chi $ Firft Sermon. _, 


gi 


ments, but what are theſe to the preutiar mer- 
cles of G:d - Jt was a'god ſpeech of a godly 
man, ſaith he, B2 that mare thre without thre , 
will not ſave thee without the ; if thou art in a 
vitth, and wilt do no moe to come out but cry, 
G«d help me, thou mayeff lye and periſh. Dvo 


not dare to go cn in lin, becauſe God ts Mercts 


fol ; Shall we (in (faith @t.Paul ) that grace may 


abound ? no God forbid, 3 dare net, ſaith a gra- * 
| cious heart : If ever you Would partake of mer- 


cy, pou mult depart fom iniquity, 2 I im. 2.19. 
Let every one that nameth the name of Chriſt 
depart from iniquity, J dare bcloly ſap, that if 
all the clouds of heaven ſhould continually 
Gowze down mercy, there ſhould not ſo much 
as one d2op fall upon any impenitent perſon, 
Thirdly,” the Debil lebours fo keep men cf 
from repentance by bzinging them to deſparr 
of mercy, if be cannot wozk men info pzefums- 


ption by the conſideration of Gods mcteies, he © 
will do what he can fo bzing them into deſpera- 


tion, by teliing them that mercy is out of date; 
X5ut ict not this hinder thy repentance, foz as 
it cannot be tw ſon to repent, [ſo i:'s never to 


, late fo repent , better late than never. Fdo tot 


cveak this that any _ negle to repent be- 


3 Ut n:s, 
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fim?s, ut that none ſhould ever deſpair of mer 
ey, and thereby be hind2ed from this duty of res 


 pentaince, Aſecond let that hinders repentance 


is the wozln, th: luffs of the fleſh. and the pie 
of life, th: pleatures and pzeferments of the 
fno2ld; theſe fight agaiaft the ſpirit, and ref 
the wazk of repentance ; Uoluptuouſneſs and 
ZDeunkenn'(s uynfits mrn fo? repentance, tyire- 


F fo2e theſe mutt bs abffained from (1 Per. 2 11.) 
i As things that war againſt the ſou!, Mortifie there- 
q' fore (faiththe 2p3'*1c) your members which are} 


vpen- earth, fornication, nncleanneſs,&c. Col. 3. 5. 
thite muſt be moztiflied, And then a third lct 


that keeps men from repent:ince is fn ; fn bath 
Tuch acomianing polver over the ſouls of un- 


regenerate perſons, So that(as it is Rom.6,10 ) 
they give themſelyes oyer as ſe: yangs to fin and to 
uncleanneſs. © chen fog the Lo2us ſake, avertd 


all eccaſfon offfn : Ler not fin therefore retgn 


in your mortal bodies , chat you ſhould obey it in 
the Iuſts thereof: neither yield you your men. 
bers as inſtruments of unrighteouſneſs unto fin, 
but yield your ſ&yes unto God, as inſtruments of 
righteouſneſs, Rom. 6, 12, 13. Ur:ſc*. © that 
J cou!d p:evail with vLM, and that the Lozb 
woutz perſwade pour Hearts of the c2cadiul ang 
D3icful condifion. of all tapentte;t funcrs. 
Conftder thez J bifeech pou in the fear cf, the 
L970 thefe following conſiderations ; and ficft 
Fly 


— - oe 3 =) 


nw... ati. 


er 


_-- 
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of all know this, you that live in the lobe of ſin 
pou live in the hatred of Gad, fo2 the lobe of } 
ce | God and the love of fn cannot poſſibly dwell F 
2e | together, and they that dwetl init hall never Þ 
2? | dwell with God, Pal. 15. ſaith David, Lord who 
Þ& | ſhall abide in chy tabernable, who ſhall dweil in 
10 thy holy hill ? He thac waiketh uprightly > and 
£-] worketh righreoufacis. And the Apottle ſaith, Þ 
*)] 1 Cor. 6. 9. Know ye nor that the. unrighteous Þ 
C-I jhall not inheric the Kingdom of God ? Be not 

Tel deceived, neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor 
3-] adulceceis, nor effeminate, nor abuſers of chem- 

EL ſelyes with mankind, nor thieves, nor coverous, 

DJ} nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor exo:;tioners ſhall 

7-8 fnheric the Kingdom of God. And ?Pſaim. 97. Ye 

) that love the Lord hate evil, Qffo 2 Tim. 2. 19, 

Of Letevery one that nameth che name of Chriſt,de- | 
Of pare from iniquity. Secondly, all thoſe that | 
If fin, 02 arc unÞcr the power and command offtn, - 
ny areof the evil: For he ther commits (in (ſaith | 
nel St. Joha) is of che Devil, John 3. 9. Andis it nat þ 
1 | aſad thing to- be undec tyze power of the dev4l ? 
Tvery wickes man ts the devils flave, and be # 
all vath the devils d2uvgerp : where cbcr finits in 
20] the love of if, there is aifo the devil ; the devil | 
13] keeps Court ta wicked mens hearts. EThird!p , | 
I.f fin is the high way to deErucion, 1s nor ' deftxu- ! 
bY] &ianrto the wicked (aith Job, Chap. 31. 3. Yes. 
| ttatitis, And a ftrance paniſhnent to the work-| 
CT 4 bp £15 
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| Fx Fourtbly and lafly, fn b2ought 
 W2ath and condemnation upon the [out : If ye 
{ live after che fleſh ye ſhall dye, Ro. 8.13, The wie- 
{ Kkcd ſhall be tnrned into hell, and all the Nations 
chat forget God, Pſal. 9. 17.  Thele things being 
confderep andſcrioufly taken to heart, methinks 
Gould nct onſy awaken ſinners cut of their 
flepy ſccurity, but alſo pzovoke them to repens 
fance. And then there is another let which hin- 
ders men from repentance. and that is in them- 
| felves, which is ofall other the greatelt [ct ; fe2 
{ did not our baſe hearts dcceibe ws, the devill 
{' the wozld, and fit, could never hi nder 1s from 
$ coming to God vp repentance, & theſe lets from 
| ourſelves arecicher from ignozance o2 hardneſs 
j of heart, Eph. 4 18. Men,faith the Apcſtlr. through 
b the ignorance that is in them, and ehrouph rhe hard» 
$ n:(s of their hearcs, being oaſt feelino, have given 
E themfelves oyer to laſciviouſneſs , and to work all 
| oncleanneſs with greedineſs. Fgno:ance muff 

[| U@ds be agreat let to repentance, no wonder 

i when mcn know not th2 danger of ſfn,no; the ne- 
 ceity of repentanc?, that thep live in ftn, and ne- 
[| (| ver come to repentance ; tho is there that ſoeks 
; ; fo2 that he knoweth nat. cf. Jf impcaitent finners 
7 did but know what a dangerous ccavition fhey 
{ l tvere in without repentance, they would never 
{ſuffer t;;eir epes to flep , no2 their exc lids fo 
ii \flumb2r , betoz2 thep bad made their peice with 
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Chriſt's Firſt Sermon, WY, 
God by repentance : D even foz the Lo? 4:9 
get acquaintance with Gad , and learn to know 
what an odious thing fin is, Job 22. 21, Acquaint 
now thy ſelf with God, and be at peace, thireby 
gwdthail come up2n thee, thereby thou mapeſtbs 


b2ougbt to repentance, Then ſecondly, there's - 


in us hardiicls of heart, which hinders the wozgk 
nf repentance. It {s (aid of Z-dechiab , 2 Chron, 


/ 36. 13. That he bardned his heart thar he mighe 


rot turn co the Lord his God, And this hard? 
ncſs of hcart is verp lamentavle, becaute all the 
means which Gad uſes to ſoften , wo2k not up- 
en it at all, And Pharaoh bardned his heare , and 
wou!d nct let the childres of iſrael go, Ez:k.8,32. 
Alb the foze ſudgments of God wpon Him could 
net pzebail with bis hard heart , be wouldnot 
tet them go ; fo wicked men whoſe hearts are 
bardned, thep will nf tet their ſins go , neither 
the fudgment , noz rhe mercies of God Will 


p2ebatl with wicked men to turn them from . | 
their ſins, Amcs.4. 12: [airh God, ThoughT have + 
; ſent among you judgmevnr vpon Judgment, plague, |: 
famine and noiſom beaſts, yer have you not re:orn-" | 


ed unto me. Thcrefoze J beſeeh pou, tn tobe 
to pour por (cul , that by pzayer peu would beg 
of Gov to give pou ſoftned Hearts, that map 
mebt and fremble at the wo2zdof God, {eff by go» 
ing on in pour ſins, ye b2ing upon your fclveg 
[(wiff deffrucgion, 
fon 
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Sndlo come to give pou 


; \g@dnels and plver of Gov, 
!! bis all-ſcing cpe ; confoer Gov ſ&s ans knows 


4 of Chriſt*s Firſt Sermon, 


fom?weans and motives to ffir you upte repen- 
tance, aud fo F ſhall concluoe, 
The firſt and p2incipal means of wozking 


repentance where it is nof, is the wozd of Ge ;| 


Mac. 5.17. And Jeſus began to preach, and to ſay, 


* Repear, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand, 


L's firff Ocrmon was a Hermun of Repens 
fance , tkcrefoze if ever you weuld repent of 
pour firs, attend upetr the wo2d of God, What 
g wofu! ſad condition ar? thoſe in that want the 
wo2d of God : What the Þzeacher ſaid, Ecclel. 
I1.6,In the morning (ſaith be) ſow thy ſeed, and 
in the evening withhold nar thy band ; ſo ſap I of 


- bearing the wo2d of God: Hear tt in ths mo2ns 


ing, and hear it in the 8fternon ; hear it on the 


[' LL03ds-day,andhear tif fa the Mayk=d; ap,take all 
|| - oppo3tuntities of Hearing the wazy of Goo, 


Andthen a leeozd belp is, to conſtoer the 
bis al:nighty, and 


all thy ways, end is able fo piniſh the fo2 all 
thy ns : if mea were but convinced cf this 
truth, thep durit not fin fo boldly as they bo. 
But Jpals bp this togive pau ſome few Eot- 
dences of the truth of 'repentance, and thep are 
bzicfly thele. 

Firft, thef 


ou! that hath fruly repent? is ve- 


| xp careful toav7'd even the occaſion of ſin, and 
i kePs branielf ata diftance doth from Þy amd fin - 


nece, 


5N- 


ng 
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Chriſt's Firſt S:rmon. Yr 

ners, he will diſpcnce wirh no in at all, but will 
ſay as Eptiraim Mp, What have I co do any more 
with fia > 2nd ſecontly , he that is trulp turned 
from fin unto God, Will endeaveur fo turn 
others alfo , heis nof eentent that be himielf is 
turned to Gov, but bc Will dzaw others to God 
aifz. Thirdly, be that hath truly repented is be- 
rp carcfull to furniſh himnictf again the aſſaults 
of the evil ; The word (laith David, Pf. 119,11.} 
have T hid in my hearc, that I mighr nor fra againſt 
thee, A true repentance trealures up the wo2d of 
God in his heart - aod waiks worthy of the Lord 

vnco all well-pleaſing, 


They keep the teſtimony of God, and ſeek him 


with cheir whole heart. They alſo do no iniquity, * 


they walkin his ways. Their delight is in the. law 
of God, and in his law they do meditate day aud 
nighe, Pſ, xz. 2. Foeurthlp, be that hath truly 


repented , is full of bole indigaation again! }: 
fin, and turns fin quit? out of dv2s , he cannot 7: 


endure the ſight of it. Fifthly, he that hath tru- 


Iy repented is full cf tear, þ2 is filled with an 


abful, reverentia!, and filial far of the Bajec» 
fp of God, and he 1s afraid of diſpicaTng Gov 
by fin, 


and moze acgue. ntance Withthe ware of Gad, 


berng irvirful nnto every F 
c05d work, and increafing in the knowledpe of : 
God, Col 1.10. Thep doit, as itisin Pl.119.23. - 4: 


Sirthly, @ true penitent is full of hotp | 
and heavenly tefires , he deffres mo22. of Sod, © 
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' of ſelf abho2rrney 


8 Bs 


4+ -  Chrift% Firſt ” 
mo2e- comm 'nion with God in D2dinances, 
$even:biy, rue penitents are verp 3cafous fag 
God : O how doI love thy law, [aith David tn} 
the 119 Plalm, A godlp man cannot endur? to 
ſ& God dilh2noured : as tit ts {aid of Lot in the 
ſecon? of Peter 2.8, He vexed his righteous foul 
from dey to day with cheir unlawful deeds, Aitd 
then laſtly, wyere tru? repentance is Wiowugyt 
it will wWo2k a holy change in the folil ; and 
whereas $1 was fo:merly delighted im, the 
true penitent hath it in indignation ; they | 


— wilinct only turn fin out of doozs, but alſo are 


ready to cut if in pirces 8s if were: true pen!- 
tents bate a feling on thetr hearts fo2 ffn, and 
will loath themſclves foz the evil of their ways, 
Ft isa hard thing fo2 a man to loath himſelf, 
every man naturallp loves himſelf, but frue pe- 


nitents loath and abyo2 themſelbes, as Job did, 


A repentanc epe [eg matter enough in bimſclf j+ 
: Repentance lefs us [ce 
Eyat black d: filed creatures we are by nature. 


 Ezck. 26. 43. You ſhall rem:mber your ways , 


( faith rhe £6327) and ſhall loath your ſelves in 
your own {iohte., And lo much fo2 the Evidens 


' ccs of Repentance. 


Jsitlo then, that repentance is lo abſo!utely 


#7} neccCary toſalvation, and that there is a great 
#, danger in putting it off from day today ; any 
|; khata lick bed repentance is no repentance. 92 


ef 


Chrif*s Firſt Sermon, 
af moff but a ſickly repratance - how bighly 
then doth (tf concern cvery cone cr ws even to 


[day While it is calle? to dap, fo begin our res 


pentance, and net only ta begin, but to perfes 
bere tn it ta the env of cur da7s: Let the time 
paſt of our lives itufficeus to hate wzought our 
own Wwilis, and to have wik d in aur own 
ways ; and [ct us reſoive for the fime to come 
to fibe unto Gad , and be net wcerp, fox 
in due ſeaſon thou ſhalt reap it thou faint nof. 


Make Repentance thp dayly wit. thit ſothp. |: 


peace map be made with God, 8d when thou 


conieit to die, thou mopeſt habe nothing clſe ta * 


do but fodie, Be that labonrs net ts kill fig 
by repentance in his life, will Le v2rp unfit to 


vie when death comes, death is only welcome F 
to a gracious penitent foul - tyry arenot fitfa } 


dye (tn wzom ſin ts not kitled by Repeatanc? , 
hep have done nothing of that Wwo:k which Gay 
ſent them info the wo2ld to do, tyar have not re- 


- pented * Repentanc? ſiveetens our fivey, and 


-akes awap the bitterneſs of Dcath, and only 
0 penitent finners ts mercy pomiſcd. ContT-» 
er there is an abſolute n:{cceffity of repentance, 
te cannot b?2 ſaved creept wo repent; Except 
\'fo repent {(aith Chi) ye (ail 211 iikhewiſe HE- 
riſh, Luke 13. 3. Conſider all thy life is but 


ho2t: thou haft but a little time fo tive in the 


wozld, thou haf need to beiit* thy (elf then, ana 
to 


: ot > 
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| - 4 Chriſt's Tie? Sermen; 


$ 
fo. bugband thy time to the beff advantage ofÞ-:2 


thy (cnl ; thy p2ecious and immoztal ſoul wil 
be in danger of bctl fire, tf thou repent not: foz 
ry; repentance, ns faivation; 8 if thou doſt 
act repent thee here of thy fng, {hou wilt ſure - 
Iyto thy colt repent thee Hereafter in he3 fo 
thy ncgtec of repentance ; thou wilt then curſs 
the dap wherein thou d1dff deſpiſe repcatance ; 
| then ifthere be anp love in. the to thy precious 
+. foul, whatcver thou doef, repcnt. Conſider 


| alſo fhe end, fo2 which Chit came into theſſ 


E- no2[d, Mato. 13, Tome (ſaith Th3iff) to call 
A ſinners corepentince, We zeaious therefoze and 
F repent, andas Jolin faith, Mar. 3. 8. Lec usall | 
{ labour co bring forth fruit meer {or Repentance, 
Now the Leo23 Wozk theſe truths upon pour 
ycarts, and the K-<2d give every one cf ns re- 
pentance unto lite, repentance never tobe re- 


bi ventcd of: Which the Lozd of his infinite mer= " 
ey grant untous all. To whom be Glozp and 
ii. On nour foz eve; , Amen, 
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A ſhort motive to Repentance, 


Awzke fiom Sin, why fcep you fo FY 
In ſin fleep not ſecurely Ri!l, 
Left chou by Sin thy Soul do; hk kill; 
Vhile chou baſt eftne do.nor dalay, 
efer not off from day to day ; 
[hou art-nor fure co tarry here, 
0 not one quarter of ayear ; 
© not one week nor yer one gay, 
ne hour thou art not ſure to ftiy ; 
i hou halt not ſpace in thine own powe 
olive one minute of an hour ; 
The preſent time fee then thou take, 
hy Peacz with God 1n Chrift ro make, 
Lcep Faich aud rruc repentance fti!! 


T Glaſs doth run, _ Clock do:hg 


nd letnot dearh come when 4C will: E, 


Fkou art prepared for to dye : 
:> thou ſhalt live eternally. 


F2 TY a. 


Conrteous Readeys 


D Tk is lately publiſhed an excellent adi 
| profitable Sermon, called, Chris laſt Ser-F 
” mon, or the everlaſting eftats and condition of 
all menin the world to come: Likewiſe the Chri-.. 
ftians belt Garment. Chriſts firſt Sermon. The 
Chriſtians Bleſſed Choice, Heavens Glory ,; 
and Hells Rorror, And a warninp-piece to the, 
 Sloatbfal, Idle, Careleſs, Drunken, end Secure; 
{ Ones of theſe laſt and worſt of times. Very, 
- Godly Books, and are but three penee apiece,, 
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Likewile, 
x, Fahers [aſt bleſſing to his Children; 


 :-2. The Devil; difeale, or the fin of Pride ar= 
_*._ raipned and condemn'd. 


[þ | 3. Englands Faithful Phyſik cian, 
| 


PE ae ES IN ni $4. 
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4. Death Trivmphanr, 

5. Peter's Sermon of Repentance,' 

6, The dreadful CharaRer of a Drunkard, | 

7. Dooms-diy at hand, 

8. ThxCharitable Chriſtian. 

: 9. The Plain Mans Path-way to Heaven. 

; 10, TteBlack oo ol __ ence, | 
All very eocelle ay for ae Licontions times} : 
They ere tobe fold by Ill Thackery, Phil. 

* Brocksby, Fohn Hltamſen and Fehy _ £< || 
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